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declaration by the Ukrainian Central Elec-
tion Commission that Viktor Yanukovich
had won a majority of the votes;

Whereas, on November 25, 2004, the Ukrain-
ian Supreme Court blocked the publication
of the official runoff election results thus
preventing the inauguration of the next
president of Ukraine until the Supreme
Court examined the reports of voter fraud;

Whereas on November 27, 2004, the Par-
liament of Ukraine passed a resolution de-
claring that there were violations of law dur-
ing the runoff presidential election on No-
vember 21, 2004, and that the results of the
election did not reflect the will of the
Ukrainian people;

Whereas on December 1, 2004, the Par-
liament of Ukraine passed a no confidence
motion regarding the government of Prime
Minister Viktor Yanukovich;

Whereas European mediators and current
Ukrainian President Leonid Kuchma began
discussions on December 1, 2004, to attempt
to work out a resolution to the standoff be-
tween the supporters of both presidential
candidates;

Whereas on December 3, 2004, the Ukrain-
ian Supreme Court ruled that the runoff
presidential election on November 21, 2004,
was invalid and ordered a new presidential
election to take place on December 26, 2004;

Whereas on December 8, 2004, the Par-
liament of Ukraine passed laws to reform the
Ukrainian electoral process, including to re-
constitute the Ukrainian Central Election
Commission, and to close loopholes for fraud
in preparation for a new presidential elec-
tion;

Whereas on December 26, 2004, the people of
Ukraine again went to the polls to elect the
next president of Ukraine in what the con-
sensus of domestic and international observ-
ers declared as a more democratic, trans-
parent, and fair election process with fewer
problems than the previous two rounds;

Whereas on January 10, 2005, the election
victory of opposition leader Viktor
Yushchenko was certified by the Ukrainian
Central Election Commission; and

Whereas the runoff presidential election on
December 26, 2004, signifies a turning point
for Ukraine which offers new hope and oppor-
tunity to the people of Ukraine: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That Congress—

(1) commends the people and Government
of Ukraine for their commitment to democ-
racy and their determination to end the po-
litical crisis in that country in a peaceful
and democratic manner;

(2) congratulates the people and Govern-
ment of Ukraine for ensuring a free and fair
runoff presidential election which represents
the true choice of the Ukrainian people;

(3) congratulates Viktor Yushchenko on
his election as President of Ukraine;

(4) applauds the Ukrainian presidential
candidates, the European Union and other
European representatives, and the United
States Government for the role they played
in helping to find a peaceful resolution of the
crisis;

(5) acknowledges and welcomes the strong
relationship formed between the TUnited
States and Ukraine and expresses its strong
and continuing support for the efforts of the
Ukrainian people and the new Government of
Ukraine to establish a full democracy, the
rule of law, and respect for human rights;
and

(6) pledges its assistance to the strength-
ening of a fully free and open democratic
system in Ukraine, the creation of a pros-
perous free market economy in Ukraine, the
reaffirmation of Ukraine’s independence and
territorial sovereignty, and Ukraine’s full in-
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tegration into the international community
of democracies.

NOTICES OF HEARINGS/MEETINGS

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I
would like to announce for the infor-
mation of the Senate and the public
that the following hearing has been
scheduled before the Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources.

The hearing, entitled Forecasting the
Future: U.S. Energy Challenges in the
Global Context, will be held on Thurs-
day, February 3 at 10 a.m. in Room SD-
366.

The purpose of the hearing is to re-
ceive testimony regarding global en-
ergy trends and their potential impact
on U.S. energy needs, security and pol-
icy. The Energy Information Adminis-
tration will discuss the 2005 Annual En-
ergy Outlook. Additional experts will
offer their perspectives on emerging
world energy trends, including the key
factors affecting energy supply (such as
OPEC and Russia) and energy demand
(such as Asia).

Because of the limited time available
for the hearing, witnesses may testify
by invitation only. However, those
wishing to submit written testimony
for the hearing record should send two
copies of their testimony to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources, United States Senate, SD-364
Dirksen Senate Office Building, Wash-
ington, DC 20510-6150.

For further information, please con-
tact: Shane Perkins at 202-224-7555.

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, AND
FORESTRY

Mr. CRAIG, Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and
Forestry be authorized to conduct a
business meeting during the session of
the Senate on Wednesday, January 26,
2005. The purpose of this meeting will
be to discuss the organization of the
committee for the 109th Congress.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

Mr. CRAIG. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on January 26, 2005, at 4 p.m., in
closed session to receive testimony on
current military operations in Iraq and
Afghanistan.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING AND URBAN

AFFAIRS
Mr. CRAIG. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and

Urban Affairs be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on

January 26, 2005

Wednesday, January 26, 2005, at 10 a.m.,
to conduct an executive session for the
purpose of approving the committee
budget and the committee rules.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC

WORKS

Mr. CRAIG. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the full Com-
mittee on Environment and Public
Works be authorized to meet on
Wednesday, January 26, 2005, at 9:15
a.m., to conduct a business meeting to
consider the committee funding resolu-
tion and the committee rules. The
hearing will be held in SD 406.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

Mr. CRAIG. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources be authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate, on Wednes-
day, January 26 at 9:30 a.m., to con-
sider pending calendar business.

Agenda

On Wednesday, January 26, at 9:30
a.m., the committee will hold a busi-
ness meeting in Dirksen 366 to consider
the following items on the agenda:

Agenda Item 1: The Committee’s
Budget Resolution for a 2-year period,
March 1, 2005 through February 28, 2007.

Agenda Item 2: To consider the nomi-
nation of Samuel W. Bodman, to be
Secretary of Energy.

In addition, the committee may turn
to any other measures that are ready
for consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

Mr. CRAIG. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs be authorized to
meet on Wednesday, January 26, 2005,
at 10 a.m., for a hearing titled ‘“The De-
partment of Homeland Security: The
Road Ahead.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

Mr. CRAIG. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs be authorized to
meet on Wednesday, January 26, 2005,
at a time and location to be deter-
mined to hold a business meeting to
consider the committee’s funding reso-
lution for the 109th Congress.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS

Mr. CRAIG. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Indian Affairs be authorized
to meet on Wednesday, January 26,
2005, at 10:30 a.m., in room 485 of the
Russell Senate Office Building to con-
duct a business meeting to consider the
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